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Introduction (1)

The origins of the European Union:

1 - A first experience: the Carolingian Empire (7th-9th centuries A.D.)1.1 The
Roman Empire:

A/ achieved unity in the Mediterranean world

B/ collapsed in the West under the blows of barbarian invaders (Visigoths,
Ostrogoths, Franks, Burgundians, Vandals, Huns, etc.)

C/ retreated to the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (Byzantine Empire, Sth-15th
centuries), Orthodox religion

1.2 The Franks conquered the West:

A/ with the Empire of Charlemagne (768-814), crowned in Rome in 800 and
established at Aix-la-Chapelle

B/ On his death, the Empire rapidly weakened, hence the division of 843 (Treaty
of Verdun) = an Europe divided into three parts:

1 - France

2 - Lotharingia (Netherlands, Belgium, Alsace-Lorraine, left bank of the Rhine,
Switzerland, Lorraine, Burgundy, Piedmont, Lombardy, central Italy)

3 - Germania
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Introduction (2)

2 - A long aspiration:

2.1 - A religious unity

* A/ around the Catholic religion and the Pope (medieval Christendom)B/ But
challenged by :

e 1- the affirmation of the State (wars between France, England, the Holy German Empire,
Spain, the Netherlands, Austria, Russia etc.)

e 2 -the religious Reformation (Anglicans, Lutherans, Calvinists and other Protestants)
B/ Hope for thinkers (Immanuel Kant, Victor Hugo)

2.2 - An aspiration strengthened by the First World Wa:

* A/ The League of Nations

* B/ Franco-German rapprochement (Briand, and Stresemann, Loucheur and Rathenau)

* C/ Business interest (cartels, PanEuropa Committee, E. Mayrisch)

e D/ Nazi totalitarianism: the New German Order



Introduction (3)

3 - Building Europe:

3.1 - US wortld leadership:

A - The UNO, multilateral institutions (IMF, World Bank, FAO, UNESCO) and
the primacy of the dollar

B - The Marshall Plan (1947-1953) the OECE (1948-1961) and OECD (1961-
Today)

C - The EDC (1952)
D- NATO (1949) and SEATO (1954)

3.2 - The European Economic Community (1958)
3.3 - The European Free Trade Association (1960)



Huropean Economic Community




Flag

State

Belgium

France

West Germany /Germany

Italy

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Denmark

Ireland

United Kingdom
Greece
Portugal

Spain

Members

Accession

25 March 1957

25 March 1957

25 March 1957

25 March 1957

25 March 1957

25 March 1957

1 January 1973

1 January 1973

1 January 1973

1 January 1981

1 January 1986

1 January 1986

Language(s)

Dutch, French and Ger

man

French

German

Italian

French, German

and Luxembourgish

Dutch and Frisian

Danish

Irish and English

English
Greek
Portuguese

Spanish

Cutrrency

Franc (fr.)

Franc (F)

Mark (DM)

Lira (Lit.)

Franc (fr.)

Guilder (f)

Krone (kr.)

Punt (£)

Sterling (£)
Drachma
Escudo

Peseta

Population
(1990)

10,016,000

56,718,000

63,254,000

56,762,700

384,400

14,892,300

5,146,500

3,521,000

57,681,000

10,120,000

9,862,500

38,993,800






Former members

= State Accession Left EFTA Joined EEC/EU
Austria 3 May 1960 31 December 1994 | 1 January 1995
Denmark 3 May 1960 31 December 1972 | 1 January 1973
Finland 1 January 1986 31 December 1994 | 1 January 1995
Portugal 3 May 1960 31 December 1985 | 1 January 1986
Sweden 3 May 1960 31 December 1994 | 1 January 1995
1 January
United Kingdom 3 May 1960 31 December 1972 | 1973 (withdrew 31
January 2020)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom

Current members

1+
c ) Pooulation GDP in GDP per
. 0 . s .
Ol;t;?f;mg Accession f’ 2021) Area (km?) Capital millions capita
(PPP) (PPP)
Iceland 1 January 1970 370,335 103,000 Reykjavik 12,831 39,223
. . 1 September
Liechtenstein | .. 39,039 160.4 Vaduz 3,545 98,432
Norway 3 May 1960 5,403,021 385,155 Oslo 265,911 53,470

Switzerland | 3 May 1960 8,691,406 41,285 Bern 363,421 45,417


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reykjav%C3%ADk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaduz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bern

1/ THE EUROPEAN UNION: DECISION-MAKING
PROCESSES ANQ COMMON POLICIES

1.1/ A complex deélsmh -making structure
_ \ \ Ry

| 2/ A sét of common policies:

A/ Common agricultural policy

B/ Regional policy Y

C/€ommon l,nénetary po&cy - ™
D/ Other Coﬂlmu\lty RO_hCIeS ( i
o= SN \\. ) e . o8
“. e
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The
enlargements
of the EEC
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The Economic Diversity
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Community policies

Aide humanitaire 0,8 (1 9%)
Energie et transports
4.8 (2:%) Autres
Recherche— 4 o 8.0
Relations —>g 4 {(39%) (6%)
extérieures** g an
Administration —

des institutions
européennes” 7.3 (6 %)

Emploi et affaires sociales T;h

&
11.4 (9 %) e”

R —

* Y compris
les pensions
des fonctionnaires Politique régionale
‘fi"f,’ﬁif,f,‘g‘ﬁs 36,0 (27 %)
développement

et relations

avec les Etats d’Afrique,

d’'Océanie et du Pacifique (ACP) Source : Eurostat




The Common Agricultural Policy

EAGGF Guarantee (€44.2 bn) EAGGF Guidance (€3.0 bn}

Rural development (€4.6 bn)

Total €37.7 bn) \ 4
Export Refunds (£3.4 bn) In
Storage (£1.1 bn) Objective 1
Withdrawals (€2.7 bn) C:uts;de areas
Direct aids (€£27.4 bn) Objective 1
Other Intvn. {(€2.9 bn) Throughout the EU Areas
Cther (£€0.2 bn) l

— Investment in agric.
Accompanying Measures: holdings
1.  Agri-environment Z Young farmers
(obligatory: 16% of total RD = Training
funding) -

ek - Z Cther forestry
I’.F{\s. (16% of total RD funding) b Brecmsiog & marketing
Afforestation

o L - 1 ", "
[Early Retirement R




The Common Regional Policy
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A/ C clical:ithe Euro crisis
B/ ‘St ucturals  +
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2 - economic decline
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Les 17 pays de la zone euro =2k
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International immigration flows and
foreigners
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3/ CHINA: A DOMINANT PLAYER IN\IN TERNATIONAL TRADE

3.1/ A major emerging 1ntelxqat10nal po\ver
A/ The World's largest population, but a demographic slowdown on a massive scale
i
B/ Record economic dynamlsql (the world's leading economic power at purchasing power
parity) | .
C/ Colobsal ergy cons\l‘mption; but a massive switch to new energies
) N
! ) t
3. 2/ Giant companies still closely linked to the State, but more aggressive abroad:
A/ Strong points: oil, construction, banking, electric cars, IT and telecommunications, modern

weappons
B/ Rapldly emerglng companies: steel, cemént and alumlnlulp, shlpyar(\s and electronics

} ) : | \
3.3/ Major chaﬂenge$ \\ ', ‘-k ‘ b
A/ A highly unequal structure of natl\lal income
B/ Inflation (rising workers' wages, offshorlng)
C/ Domestic debt g

-
D/ Preserving a threatenedawi(onmeht,\but spectacular progress

A
\ N

-
’



4/ THE EUROPEAN UNION AND-CHINA: PRIVILEGED
TRADING PARTNERS OR INCREASINGLY HOSTILE
COMPETITORS? Y. =\
A/ Mé“cfd—economié vision: rapid growth, but unbalanced trade
1/ An-increasingly unfavorable coverage ratio

2/ Stronhg echomic‘relat\ions

B/ Macroe-economic vision: a “win-win” partnership?
1/ China's remarkable trade boom ¥ v ) (
2/ The EU needs China! 1 L V.

sty \ ¢ 5 \ |
C/ Micro- ecoﬁoml(l, V1s10h thé\example of the 1nd1{stry
1/ Two major problenis (g'lobal Vhlue chains, obstacles to Setting up in China)
2/ A case study: the au\og)tlve Qdustry
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Conclusion (1)
PR

Today, Europe faces form1dab1e challenges
1 — Geostrategic:

\ .
A / Controlling immigration Frontex agreement with southern countries, particularly
Mc‘)rocco Tunisia and Turkey; \

B / De ling with the consequences of more numerous wars that are costly in human and

_ﬁnhnc1a terms: \.‘ 1 »

1) } The war in Ukraine:
- »streﬁ'gthening of Atlantic solidarity, but called into question by the new American
strategy?retum to 1solationism, greatly accelerated under Donald Trump);

- influx of new migrants; y M r X
: :

2 (
- major agriculthral crisis in Ukraine and Russia, particularly to_the detriment of
African courtries; | ' b M

- a, long war of opposmoh\moblhslng massive quanéties of weapons, hence the
res1st1ble rearmament of Europe;

- Dlvergences ctween Europeaiis (Polaﬁd and the Baltic States versus Hungary and
Slovakia, and even Rom?{nt{) e

o, Sy »,

A

N D |
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Conclusion (2)

2) Wars in the Near and Middle East:
- The wars in Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and Gaza;
- Influx of new migrants;

: a redistribution of power: the decline of Iran and the Shiites; the
strengthening of the Gulf States and, above all, Turkey; the questioning of the
Abraham Accords.

3) Changes in Africa:

: decline of European ifluence;- intensification of power rivalries
(Russia, China, the United States, India, Brazil, Morocco and even Rwanda);

* - Rise of Islamism (particularly rivalry between Turkey and Saudi Arabia).

e C/ Increased international rivalries (Egypt/Ethiopia, India/Pakistan, Indian
and Atlantic Oceans, Arctic and Antarctic, South China Sea, etc.)



Conclusion (3)

2/ Economic:
A/ The new US trade strategy:

1) Taxing exportts to the United States to reduce the country's trade deficit (e.g. EU: +20 per cent with suspension until 1 August 2025 at
a level of 10%);

2) leading to negotiations between individual states: only certain countries can implement anti-US sanctions (e.g. China with rare

carths).

B/ The EU's loss of global competitiveness:

1) the long-term consequence of insufficient research and development efforts compared to North America and the Far East;
2) Many countries are overly indebted, particularly in Latin Europe

3) [Excessive increases in energy costs and energy prices (resistance to nuclear power, excessive dependence on foreign sources of new

energy, the need to compensate for the loss of Russian gas, etc.)

4) Excessively high labour costs (social security contributions, ageing population, labour shortages).

5)  Excessively restrictive regulations, particularly in the environmental field, and excessive exposure to the demands of activist
minorities.

6) Too slow technological change (artificial intelligence, robotics, car batteries, solar panels and wind turbines).



The Draghi report on EU competitiveness

Luxembourg 2024
Summary

1. The starting point:

a new landscape for Europe . ............. 11
Three transformations ahead for Europe . . . . ... 14
Towards a European response . ............ 17
Preserving social inclusion . .............. 19

2. Closing the innovation gap . ........... 23
Europe’s productivity challenge .. .......... 23
Key batriers to innovation in Europe .. ........ 28
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and competitiveness plan . ............ 39
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4. Increasing security and

reducing dependencies. . . . . ... ... ... 54
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for defence andspace. . . . . ... ... L. 59
5. Financinginvestments. . . . . . . . .. ... .. 63

6. Strengthening governance . . ......... 67


https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/draghi-report_en

Conclusion (4)

3 — The challenges of sustainable development:

A/ Addressing the effects of climate change (natural disasters) and global

warming (heat waves, water shortages, fires);

B/ Reducing the impact of pollution (greenhouse gases, plastics), particularly on
health (fertilisers, lung diseases, heart disease and cancer) and developing the

circular economy through recycling;

C/ Balancing population growth and generational renewal to avoid excessive
ageing.

D/ to preserve biodiversity and natural landscapes
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